Area “C" Snapshot

Area “C" is the largest contiguous landmass in the
West Bank. It represents 64 percent of the land including
the Jordan Valley, an economically strategic area. More
than 250 Palestinian communities live in Area“C; and
most of Area“C"is still inaccessible tolarge-scale Palestinian
investment and economic enterprise. Given its economic
importance, the expanded development of Area“C by
the Palestinians is critical for the future viability of the
Palestinian economy. The Palestinian population in Area
“C“is among the most vulnerable and marginalized in
the West Bank. Forced evictions, through demolition of
Palestinian homes and livelihood structures, continue to
deepening the socio-economic vulnerabilities where
24% of the households in Areg"C" are food insecure.

Alignment of Area"C"Development
Programme with National Plans and
MDLF Strategic Plan

The programme places its focus on the delivery of the
best services to citizens which reflects the government's
national development plans and priorities regarding
improved services to citizens. Furthermore, the programme
contributes to restructuring Local Government Units -
(LGUs) to allow greater opportunity to citizens to express
the way and the mechanism by which their lives are
managed focusing on strengthening integrity, accountability
and transparency. This programme also contributes to the
strategy of the Ministry of Local Government (MOLG) to
support the development of the communities in Area“C’

“Empowerment of vulnerable communities and enhancement
of their resilience” is a major priority area in MDLF strategic
directions aiming at improving the level of services
provided to citizens with special focus on the less fortunate
areas;specifically Area"C" Through Area"C"Development
Programme in the West Bank” MDLF implements social
and essential public infrastructural projects and engages
with LGUs through capacity and institutional building themes
for better sustainable services delivery in addition to
empower the LGUs to lead local economic development.

About the Programme
The overall objective of the programme is to improve the
social and economic conditions of Palestinian communities
in Area*C*which is crucial for maintaining Palestinian
presence in Ared'Cand for the development of the
Palestinian economy.
The specific objective (outcome) of the action is composed
of two folds (i} to improve access to essential and public
infrastructure in Ared'C!'(ii) to strengthen the Palestinian
institutions' capacity to deliver essential social and
public infrastructure in Area*C”*

Programme Financing
The programme is funded by the European Union (EU),
Denmark, France, United Kingdom (UK) and the Switzerdand.
Seven packages were successfully completed out of
which five packages are funded through the EU with
contributions from the EU and its member states
(Denmark and France) and UK, named EU Portfolio and
two packages are funded through Swiss Development
Cooperation (SDC) with contribution from Switzerland,
named Swiss Portfolio. The total financing for the seven
packages is equal EUR 20 million over the years
(2021-2015) as reflected in the chart below.
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Area “C" Development Programme
in the West Bank in Numbers

The programme has targeted 66 localities across the
West Bank Governorates through the implementation
of 83 projects distributed as follows:
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| Achievements

The implementation of the |dentified projects had contributed

to @ positive impact on the living conditions of the |lesser-served T rbunlig Lajgl

residents in the target localities, where the total number Lo

of direct beneficiaries is around 103,000 inhabitants who

have been suffering from the Israeli unfortunate practices [Tall

including the access restriction to lands and resources as Area c DevEIo pm e nt

well as the limitations on their planning, construction, and
development of their infrastructure. The cutcomes achieved
so far are among the following:

Programme in the West Bank
Municipal Development
and Lending Fund “MDLF"

2022

< Improved social, economic and environmental
conditions of the residents.

% Enhanced public facilities conditions for better
service delivery and citizen engagement activities.

+ Improved access to better education through the
expansion and development of schools.

“ Enhanced conditions of roads through construction
and rehabilitation of internal roads.

+ Improved access to drinking water and electricity
through rehabilitation and maintenance
of water and electricity networks.

+ Increased access to recreational facilities by the
construction of public parks and gardens.

At the output level, the programme
has achieved the following :

+ Construction and rehabilitation of 15 kilometers of water
distribution networks and four Waters elevated tanks
with storage capacity of 1600 cubic meters.

+ Construction of 15 schools with a total area of 8,961
square meters.

% Construction and rehabilitation of 28 kilometers of
Internal roads.

« Construction of two playgrounds with total area of
3,000 square meters.

% Construction/Renovation/Fumnishing of 19 multipurpose : - (PR PR EEICHT WAk Bl s i L s
buildings with a total area of 4,125 square meters 1 !
including kindergartens, clinics, youth centers and

financial support from the European Undon

Its contents are the sole responsibility

of MDLF and do not necessarlly reflect

public halls. v i the vlews of the Euvropean Unkon or EU
. e . = Mamber Statas®

++ Supply and installation of 5.3 kilometers of electrical
distribution networks including transformers.

+ Construction of two public parks with a total area of
2,500 square meters.
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